Grant County Health District — Always Working for a Safer and Healthier

Grant County
Ephrata Office County Courthouse Moses Lake Office
PO Box 37, Ephrata, WA 98823 1038 West Ivy Suite 1, Moses Lake, WA 98837
509-754-6060 509-766-7960
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 04/09/2010 FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
Grant County Medical Providers Jefferson Ketchel, Administrator

509-754-6060 x26, office
509-237-0444, cell

Dear Medical Community of Grant County,

The Washington State Department of Health and the City of Ephrata advise residents to boil
their tap water or buy bottled water until further notice. Potentially harmful bacteria have been
detected in the city’s water system.

E. coli was detected in the water earlier in the week. The city took follow-up samples, and
bacterial contamination was found in some of those samples today.

No illnesses have been reported in conjunction with this water contamination event.

Consequently, Should you be involved in the care of individuals with chief complaints of
diarrheal illness and suspect relationship to this Ephrata drinking water health advisory, the
Grant County Health District advises that you utilize your usual clinical judgment similar to
treating any other patients with corresponding symptoms. If you decide to perform stool
testing and the results are positive, please, report the results to the Grant County Health
District as you would under usual circumstances.

GCHD requests, however, that you strongly consider stool testing in children under the age of
2 (two) and t he *“ wtayroverthe dgelof 80 (eighty)) whageep r o x i ma
experiencing diarrhea.

Thank you for your cooperation and help with this matter.

For more information:

Grant County Health District: www.granthealth.org
City of Ephrata: www.ephrata.org

Department of Health: www.doh.wa.gov
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