\@ C
/\6 G HD 1038 West Ivy, Suite 1
© Moses Lake, WA 98837

GRANT COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 8/13/2024 FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

TO: Grant Co Media Lexi Smith

Public Information Officer
(509) 770-4194
Lsmith@granthealth.org

Childhood Immunizations: A Smart Start to the School Year
August is National Immunization Awareness Month!

GRANT COUNTY - Back-to-school prep is in full swing for Grant County families! Set your child up for a
successful and healthy school year by keeping their vaccinations up to date.

Children in private and public schools, home and childcare centers, or other early learning programs are
required to have certain vaccinations before they can start. These requirements are put into place to
protect children, families, and communities from vaccine-preventable diseases. Parents may choose to
opt out of certain vaccinations for their children. Families must have an approved Washington State
exemption form on file for these exemptions.

Current Situation: Chickenpox and Whooping Cough

Grant County is seeing a rise in chickenpox (varicella) and whooping cough (pertussis) cases. Both
infections are highly contagious and can lead to serious complications. Vaccines are available to help
prevent them. Protect your family and others by vaccinating your child before the school year begins.

“If a disease outbreak occurs in a school or childcare setting, those who are not up-to-date on
vaccinations may be sent home for a period of time,” states Amber McCoy, Investigations & Response
Manager. “Immunizations help keep your child healthy and reduce the chances of them missing
school.”

Current Situation: Grant County Vaccine Compliance Resolution

In Grant County, 80% of public school districts are meeting vaccine compliance standards. In July 2024,
GCHD staff and Health Officer worked with the Grant County Board of Health to pass a resolution to
boost vaccine compliance. This resolution urges local schools to enforce vaccine requirements
mandated by state law. Click here to view the resolution.

Check Your Family’s Immunization Status:
National Immunization Awareness Month highlights the importance of vaccination for people of all

ages. It’s a reminder to check your family’s immunization status and catch up on any missed vaccines.

Use CDC’s immunization schedule to see which vaccines your child needs for their age group. Then
check your family’s immunization records to confirm they are up to date.
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https://granthealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/24-4-Promoting-School-Engagement-on-School-Vaccine-Requirements.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niam/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/easy-to-read/adolescent-easyread.html

One of the easiest ways to access your family’s immunization records is with MyIR Mobile. MyIR mobile
is a free, easy and secure way to view immunization records. Click here for more ways to access
immunization records.

Get Up to Date:
If you or your family are not up to date on immunizations, schedule an appointment with your

healthcare provider as soon as possible!

There are providers in Grant County who offer free vaccines for those 18 years and under through the
Childhood Vaccine Program. Click here to find a list of participating providers in your area.

If charged with an office visit or administrative fee that you are unable to pay, ask your provider to
waive the cost.
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